
Page 1 of 1 
Resolution 26-111 

 

Resolution 26-111 
SI Units 

Marc S. Berger, MD 
 
Whereas, In medicine, both the Imperial and Metric systems of units are commonly utilized (i.e., the 1 
Patient’s weight is 146 lb. or 65 kg); and 2 
 3 
Whereas, The rest of the world, supported by the WHO, utilizes ONLY the SI units in 4 
communication; and 5 
 6 
Whereas, There may be significant confusion as to whether an assessment or treatment based on 7 
one set of units may be inaccurate under the assumed other set of units; and 8 
 9 
Whereas, Certain metric units are not utilized in the SI units (i.e., glucose in mg/dl compared to 10 
mmol/L), creating even further confusion; and 11 
 12 
Whereas, These sorts of name changes have often occurred in medicine without significant 13 
confusion (ALT/SGPT;  Branhmanella/Neisseria;  Pheyntoin/diphenylhydantoin); therefore, be it 14 
 15 
RESOLVED, that the FMA Delegation to the AMA submit a resolution at the next Annual Meeting that 16 
would ask the AMA to adopt policy that would require all physicians to commit to having all of their 17 
written and electronic medical information include the System International units for reporting 18 
medical data (at least in parenthesis BEHIND the common, traditional units), and recommend to 19 
other medical actors, institutions and businesses to do the same. 20 
 
 
 
 
Fiscal Note: 

 
Description 

 
Amount 

 
Budget Narrative 

10 Staff hours $800 Can be accomplished with current staff 

Total $800 $0 added to the operating budget 

Fiscal.notes.are.an.estimate.of.the.cost.to.implement.a.given.Resolution¡..All.Resolutions.that.are.
adopted.by.the.House.of.Delegates.will.be.referred.to.the.FMA.Committee.on.Finance.and.
Appropriations.for.fiscal.consideration¡.. 
 
Reference Committee: I – Public Health & Medical Education 


