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Resolution 26-301
Availability and Use of Airway Clearance Devices for Choking Emergencies in Schools
Duval County Medical Society

Whereas, In the US, choking is the 4th leading cause of unintentional death 3, a leading
cause of preventable injury and death in children, and can rapidly result in hypoxia, brain
injury, or death if not promptly treated; and

Whereas, The current standard first-line response to choking includes 5 abdominal thrusts
and 5 back blows as recommended by the American Heart Association and American Red
Cross, which may be ineffective or not feasible in certain populations (wheelchair bound,
pregnant, etc.); and

Whereas, Airway clearance devices, including non-powered suction devices registered with
the FDA, have been developed as adjunctive tools "%; and

Whereas, Such devices are simple to use, require minimal training, and have been utilized
in schools and public settings; and

Whereas, Florida has already passed laws to support training and implementation of life-
saving interventions such as AEDs in all schools by July 2027, ®*and mandated training for
utilizing epinephrine auto-injectors %; and

Whereas, The Florida Medical Association supports policies that enhance emergency
preparedness in schools; and

Whereas, Expanding access to additional emergency response tools may improve
outcomes in choking emergencies; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Florida Medical Association advocate for legislation requiring all
Florida public and charter schools to maintain at least one FDA-registered suction-based
airway clearance device on-site for use as a second-line adjunct when standard back blows
and abdominal thrusts fail to relieve foreign body airway obstruction; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Florida Medical Association collaborate with relevant stakeholders to
support the development and implementation of standardized training and protocols to
ensure the safe and appropriate use of airway clearance devices by school personnelin
Florida schools.
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Fiscal Note:

Description Amount | Budget Narrative
300 Staff hours $60,000 | Can be accomplished with current staff
Total $60,000 | $0 added to the operating budget

Fiscal notes are an estimate of the cost to implement a given Resolution. All Resolutions
that are adopted by the House of Delegates will be referred to the FMA Committee on
Finance and Appropriations for fiscal consideration.

Reference Committee: Ill — Legislation and Miscellaneous
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